
By InterfaIth Gazette Staff

Many years ago John 
“ROBERT”Lewis started his journey 
in Troy, Alabama as the son of a 
Sharecropper, that which became known 
to many of us to represent “picking 
cotton in the fields of a White man all 
day and going home with very little 

money in your pocket at the end of 
the day because the crop was shared”. 
This legacy that would soon take a turn 
on his life came at a time when the 
Civil Rights Movement was shaping 
a birth that would change the face of 
this nation and Black people who had 
been spending days, weeks, months, and 
years hoping and praying for a change 

to come that would free negroes, and 
offer up opportunities that gave the 
resemblance of equal rights.

However, THE BOY FROM TROY, 
John Robert Lewis, made a risky move 
and tried his hand at reaching out to go 
out. His letter to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. served as not just an introduction 
to Dr. King, rather an introduction to 

orchestrate an invitation that would 
offer up hope, challenges, blood, sweat, 
and tears that changed his life forever. 
Dr. King responded to him and an 
affirmative invite precipitated a new 
move for John Lewis that changed his 
life and those who came to know him, 
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DISCLAIMER

During my pastorate of the Family 
Baptist Church in Toledo, Ohio, I was also 
the director of human relations for the 
Toledo Board of Education. The chairman 
of my trustee Board walked into my office 
one day and placed a check for $10,000.00 
on my desk, and when I asked him what 
it was for, he said, “the man across the 
street told me to give it to you.  The man 
was offering me a bribe not to oppose his 
liquor license. 

At the time, if you wanted a license 
to sell Liquor and your busines was within 
five hundred feet of a church or school, 
you had to get permission from both the 
school and the church. Since I was the 
director of human relations for the schools 
and pastor of the church, the man needed 
my permission for both. I said to my 
chairman, “You know better; if I believe 
in something I would do it for nothing, 
and if I don’t nobody’s got enough money 
to pay me. He took the check and left. But 
before he left, he said, “I told him that I 

didn’t think he would d it, but he wanted 
me to try it.”

I certainly hope that all of the Toledo 
Councilman are innocent of the charges 
that have been leveled against them. The 
law says that they are all innocent until 
they are proven guilty by twelve people.  If 
you are black, you might be innocent then. 

I served on a grand jury, and how 
well I know how easy it is to be indicted 
by a prosecutor, who brings in the right 
witnesses who say the right thing, and the 
right thing is usually what he wants them 
to say. So, I am asking that my fellow 
brothers and sisters wait before jumping 
to conclusions about any of this. We don’t 
know how it is going to come out. None 
of it. 

At this time, I want to believe that 
they are as innocent as I was when I was 
offered that bribe as pastor of the Family 
Church, and director of human relations 
for the Toledo public schools. 

I know them, all of them, Yvonne 
Harper was the wife of the former head 
of the NAACP, and Larry Sykes was the 
chairman of the Education Committee     

of the NAACP, when I was its 
president. Although I didn’t know the 
other two that well, I have no reason to 
believe in their guilt at this time. As sons 
and daughters of slaves, as Africans living 
in America, we all know how easy it is to 
be convicted, and it doesn’t matter how 
innocent you are.  It happened to black 
councilman in Dayton and Cincinnati, 
as well. Like the Toledo Branch of the 
NAACP, I certainly hope that we’ll just 
wait until all of the facts are in. In the 
meantime, I wish Yvonne Harper, Larry 
Sykes, Gary Johnsons, Keith Mitchel, and 
Tyrone Riley, well.

Floyd Rose 
Senior Servant
Serenity Church

Letter To The Editor

forever. He left Troy and moved to Georgia 
where he became deeply rooted in the 
movement and going on to become a 
Congressman in 1986.

Congressman Lewis’s life was 
immersed in changing the lives of others. 
His complimentary connection to Dr. King, 
touched my life in a way that prompted me 
to touch the lives of others. As a young girl 
growing up in Samson, Alabama, just 40 
miles from Congressman’s home of Troy, 
I had the awesome experience of meeting 
him as he rode the small towns in our area 
as a Freedom Rider. His trips to my little 
town offered me the opportunity to catch 
a ride in the FREEDOM RIDERS VAN 
as they went from house to house. What a 
ride that changed my life forever. I would 
go on to be so charged and compelled to 
make a difference, because of that ride 
with him, that I would soon find myself 
taking on the fervor and the plight to make 
a difference by being different. I wanted 
to coordinate to integrate my little town, 

I did. A trip to the Uptown Cafe one day 
during a lunch hour at our all Black school, 
would give me enough courage to leave 
with two other classmates, Kathleen and 
Dorothy Jean Williams, who were very 
sure that I would not get them in trouble 
by leaving school and going Uptown, for 
the purpose of GOING IN THE FRONT 
DOOR OF THE CAFE AND NOT THE 
BACK DOOR on this day.

We went in. We walked passed White 
men flicking their suspenders but never 
stopped until we got to the counter to 
order 3 hamburgers. I ordered them, it 
took a minute to get them because they 
questioned if we had money to buy them. 
Of course our lunch hour was coming to a 
close and finally we got the hamburgers, 
paid for them and walked out. No, we did 
not eat them and had to wait until we got 
home to eat because we had missed lunch 
at the school. But It happened. The change 
had taken place. We did it again.

This story is not so much about us, 
it’s about Congressman John “ROBERT” 
Lewis who changed my life and ultimately 
helped us to change the lives of people in 
our little town. He asked my mother if I 
could ride with them in the van. She must 
have seen something in him that did not 
offer any fear of entrusting her little girl 
to take a trip around town with them. The 
van trip made me feel as a little girl that I 
too was a FREEDOM RIDER! Thank you 
Congressman John “ROBERT” Lewis for 
your courage and my ride. I will forever be 
grateful for this experience. It shaped my 
life and who I am today.

And as I close this tribute to such a 
great man, we cannot let his legacy, his 
life, be in vain as this struggle continues. 
Let us never forget his labor of love for 
humanity and his people, as we must all 
be willing to get in “GOOD TROUBLE”!

Thank you Congressman John 
“ROBERT”Lewis for a job well done; We 
loved you!

Lewis from page 2

Congressman John Robert Lewis
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Thank you for your support 
of the INTERFAITH 

GAZETTE NEWSPAPER

Mother Erma McGhee, Serenity Church
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Dr. Otis Gordon, Pastor, Warren A.M.E. Church
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Pastor Randall Carter, Resurrection Baptist Church
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Pastor Louis Self for Mt. Carmel Baptist Church
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Doris Greer, Board Member for U.M.A.D.A.O.P. of Lucas County
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Juanita Green for First Church of God
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.Harvey Savage, Jr., Executive Director, M.L.K.Kitchen For The Poor
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Pastor James H. WIllis, Sr., St. Paul Baptist Church
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Pastor Terry Sutton, Word of Faith Ministries
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To all of our SUPPORTERS of THE INTERFAITH GAZETTE NEWSPAPER, 
we would like to say THANK YOU for six wonderful years that we have 

brought you NEWS from our churches, ministries, organizations, businesses, 
and individuals who have shared their families with us. We believe that these six 
years have enhanced our lives tremendously with a greater love and passion for 

what we have been called to do.

We pray that your lives have been enriched because you have allowed us to be 
a part of them. May God’s blessings be upon each of you as you strive to move 

forward during these times of transitions. May God richly bless you in each 
endeavor that you embark upon until we meet again!

Lovingly,
Bishop Marjorie Holt, Ph. D.

Publisher

A NOTE OF THANKS 
FROM THE PUBLISHER!
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After months of COVID-19-related 
restrictions compelled places of worship 
to suspend on-campus services across 
America, more than 70% of Protestant 
churches have cautiously resumed 
in-person services following the required 
safety measures, according to a new 
LifeWay Research survey.

About three months ago, in April, 
less than 10% of Protestant churches held 
in-person services, but the number climbed 
to more than 55% by the first weekend 
in June, and in July, more than 70% 
met physically, according to the LifeWay 
survey.

“While more and more churches 
have resumed in-person worship services, 
it has not always been a straight path 
back,” said LifeWay Research’s executive 
director, Scott McConnell. “Some have 
had difficulty resuming or had to stop 
meeting again as things got worse in their 
area.”

The study found that 99% of the 
churches that have reopened to meet 

physically indoors are taking health and 
safety precaution.

For example, 94% of pastors said they 
provided hand sanitizer, masks or gloves to 
those needing it, 86% conducted additional 
cleaning of surfaces, and 76% closed seats 
to increase the distance between people.

Nearly 60% or churches meeting 
in-person have “recommended” masks, 
but only about 35% “required” attendees 
to wear them. And more than 20% of 
churches that have reopened added services 
to allow people to spread out more, and 
18% provided additional viewing rooms 
to do so.

Some churches also conducted 
temperature checks of staff and volunteers 
(21%), and some checked temperatures of 
all attendees (14%), the survey found.

“Resuming in-person worship services 
has not been reverting to worship as usual,” 
McConnell commented. “Churches are 
making efforts to make the environment 
safe, but these efforts are often second-
guessed by those who either want more 
precautions or less restrictions.”

In late May, immediately after 
President Donald Trump declared churches 
to be essential and said they should be 
allowed to reopen as long as they adhere 
to the CDC’s health guidelines, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals decided in favor 
of California Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
statewide stay-at-home order and rejected 
an emergency motion to allow for in-person 
religious services to proceed in that state.

Some churches said they would 
continue to delay their reopening. Grace 
Community Church was among them and 
said they would “leave it in the hands of 
God.” Churches in California were later 
allowed to reopen with some restrictions.

However, in July, Newsom announced 
that churches, fitness centers and businesses 
in several industries in 30 California 
counties would be ordered to shut down 
again unless they can operate outside or 
through pick-up services. Various churches 
said they would not follow the order. Pastor 
John MacArthur of Grace Community 
Church announced that his church would 
continue to hold in-person services despite 

the restrictions. Others, including Harvest 
Christian Fellowship, have chosen to hold 
their services outdoors in accordance with 
the order.

The LifeWay survey found that 5% of 
churches, most of them in the Northeast, 
have dealt with an attendee dying from the 
coronavirus.

In the past three months, pastors 
said church attendees had also dealt with 
reduced hours at work (74%) and losing a 
job (48%).

According to the survey, only 29% are 
holding in-person Bible studies.

Last week, the State of the Bible 2020 
report released by the Barna Group and 
the American Bible Society also showed 
that the pandemic has affected Americans’ 
Bible engagement, with the number of 
U.S. adults who read Scripture declining 
drastically amid the outbreak.

U.S. adults who say they read the 
Bible daily dropped from 14% to 9% 
between early 2019 and 2020, the report 
said.

Over 70% of Churches Holding in-Person 
Services With Safety Measures in Place

People worship at Harvest Christian Fellowship, June 2020. | Facebook/Harvest Christian Fellowship
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Visit us at the Marketplace in 
Bethesda Christian Center:
5967 Telegraph Rd. (The Pavilion Plaza)

Get your special gifts from the 
selection of Purses, Necklaces,

Books, Clergy Towels, Oil, T-Shirts and More!
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By InterfaIth Gazette Staff

Columbus, Oh. is known for many 
things that are culturally sensitive and 
politically charged. However, this past 
weekend, the city had an opportunity to 
witness a conference that would take us 
back to understanding that it’s okay to go 
back, if in fact you move forward from 
going back.

Pastor Sharon Stewart Alexander 
and the House of Pavilion Ministries, 

hosted a spiritually networked conference, 
RETURNING TO OUR ROOTS, that 
would bring individuals and groups from 
other parts of Ohio, New York, and all 
points Columbus, all of which witnessed 
a highly spirited, uplifting cluster of 
services. Pastor Alexander shared the 
birthing of the conference, stating how she 
and her two sisters, Margie and Mary, took 

Returning To Our Roots 
Conference: A Big Blessing!

See CONFERENCE, on page 21 Apostle Serge Eugene and Bishop Marjorie Holt, Ph. D.

Pastor Sharon Stewart Alexander, Host Deacon Phillip Johnson Adjutant Beverly Brown

Bishop Marjorie Holt, Guest Speaker Prophetess Margie Nwoku Pastor Alexander and Apostle Eugene
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a trip back to their original city of birth in 
Mississippi and how they were inspired 
to begin this conference from a spiritual 
perspective, prompting them to release the 
theme: RETURNING TO OUR ROOTS, 
which takes its complimentary scripture 
from Isiah 53: 1-3 verses.

Friday evening the Conference began 
with Intercessory Prayer conducted by 
Evangelist Hunter and the prayer group, 
followed by an introduction to the evening 
service by Minister Vonda Keith. She 
ushered in the presence of the Lord which 
filled the house. Prophet Margie Nwoku 
ministered with a glorious and sacred

Flag ministry presentation by 
Prophetess Margie Nwoku during each 
service of the conference.

Bishop Marjorie Holt, of Bethesda 
Christian Center, was the guest Speaker 
for Friday evening and the Saturday 
morning service, at which she conducted 
a Leadership Institute titled Principles Of 
Leadership, engaging the Leaders of the 
House of Pavilion Ministries and other 
leaders from around the surrounding areas 
in attendance.

The conference continued on Saturday 
afternoon and Sunday morning with the 
guest Speaker for those services Apostle 
Serge Eugene from New York. What a 
highly spirited, electrifying time that was 
shared by all who witnessed such. Hats off 
to Pastor Sharon Alexander for being led 
by the spirit of God and conducting such 
a blessed conference for the attendees. 
We pray God’s blessings upon her and the 
House of Pavilion Ministries, located at 
6849 Flags Center Drive in Columbus, Oh.

ConferenCe from page 19
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Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. Mark 9:23 | KJV

Word of Life C.O.G.I.C
2675 E. Trinity Mills Rd. Bldg 300
Carrollton, TX 75006
214.514.9147
Pastor Prophet Gregory Voss

Living Word 
Community Church
1900 E. Grand Blvd. | Detroit, MI 48211
Phone: 419.944.5439
Email: elderdavidk@yahoo.com
Pastor: Elder David & Vivian King

Promised Land Christian Fellowship
5617 Wesconett Blvd. | Jacksonville, Fl. 
32244 Office: 904.551.1752  
Email: plcf2015@gmail.com 
Website: promiselandchristian.org   
Pastor: Elder Phillip and Daphne Brown

St. Paul Tabernacle of Divine Prophecy
530 Clinton Ave.  
Newark, New Jersey 07108 
Pastor: Bishop Eddie Cannon
Office: 973.643.8700  
Email: stpaultabernacle@yahoo.com 

ORGANIZATIONS 
N.A.A.C.P.
Collingwood & Dorr Sts.   
(In the African American Legacy 
Project building) 
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 9388    
Toledo, Oh.  43697 
Phone: 419.214.1551 
Follow them on FB at Toledo NAACP  
President: Ray Wood

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Kitchen For The Poor
650 Vance St. | Toledo, Oh.  43607  
Harvey Savage Jr., Executive Director  
Phone: 419.241.2596

U.M.A.D.A.O.P. of Lucas County
“Creating Extraordinary Lives” 
2447 Nebraska Ave. | Toledo, Oh. 43607 
John Edwards Sr., Executive Director  
Phone: 419.255.4444                

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES WHEN VISITING IN AND NEAR THESE CITIES

Second Baptist Church
9300 Maumee Western Rd. 
Monclova, OH 43542
Email: sbcholland@yahoo.com
Phone:  419.867.0903
Pastor: Rev. J. L. Boose, D. Div.

Kingdom Community
Christian Ministries
2160 Eastbrook Dr. | Toledo, OH 43613
Bible Study: Saturday.....10:00 A M
Sunday: 12 Noon
Phone: 419.277.5700
Email: kccministries@yahoo.com
Pastor: Lorene Pettaway, B.S., M. Div.

Searchlite Community
Baptist Church
200 E. Broadway @ Gibbs Sts. 
Maumee, OH 43537
Office Phone: 419.297.6016
Pastor: Rev. Lee Williams
Website: search-litecommunitychurch.com

Trinity Faith Tabernacle
Deliverance Church
1302 N. Huron St. | Toledo, OH 43604
Phone: 419.246.4585
Pastor: Elder Patricia Smith 

First Church of God
3016 Collingwood Blvd., 
Toledo, Oh.  43610
Phone: 419.255.0097
Fax: 419.255.0099
Pastor: Bishop Robert A. Culp
website: www.fcogtoledo.com

Corinth Church
2283 Putnam St.
Toledo, Oh.  43620
Phone Number:419.214.0529
Email Address:corinthbaptisttoledo@gmail.com
Sunday Morning Worship:  11:45 AM
Pastor: Elder Marquisa Horton

The Armory Church
Services at The Radison Hotel, Toledo, Oh.
3100 Glendale Ave, Toledo, OH 43614

Liberty Ministries
3225 Markway Dr.
Toledo, Oh.  43606
www.Libertyministries.net and 
BeforeAnd After@bex.net
Phone: 419.467.7252 
Pastors: William & Lady Elaine Lucas

Word of Faith Ministries
2916 Stickney Ave. 
Toledo, OH 43608
Pastors : Bishop Kevin and Terry Sutton

Friendship Baptist Church 
5301 Nebraska Avenue -Toledo, Ohio 43615 
Phone: 419-531-3242 Fax: 419-531-5795 
Worship Service - Sunday at 9:45 am 
Christian Education - Sunday at 8:30 am 
Weekday Bible Study: 
Wednesday - 6:00 am - 12:00 noon - 6:00 pm
Website : www.Friendship-Toledo.org 
Pastor: Bishop Duane C. Tisdale

The Refreshing Place
2500 Nebraska Ave.
Toledo, Oh.  43607
Pastor:  Bishop Christopher Rowell

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one  another: 
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. — Hebrews 10:25

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY GET DETAILS. CALL 419.214.0730

Resurrection Baptist Church
1402 Indiana Ave, 
Toledo, OH 43607
Phone: (419) 340-7222
Email Address:  rcmail436@sbcglobal.net
Pastor:  Rev. Randall Carter

Warren AME Church
915 Collingwood Blvd.
Toledo, Oh.  43604
Phone:  419.243.2237
Fax:  419.243.2501
Email:  warrenamechurch@sbcglobal.net
Pastor: Dr. Otis Gordon  

Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist Church
2269 Upton Ave.
Toledo, Oh.  43606
Phone:  419.472.3369
Pastor:  Eld. Earnest Morton, Sr.

CHURCHES
ON THE 
MOVE!
ADVERTISE 
YOUR CHURCH 
SERVICES IN 
INTERFAITH 
GAZETTE


